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PRESIDENT'S  TUESDAY  BRIEFING 
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The  Soviets  and  the  Mid  East;  / In  recent  days  we  have  received  a 

* — — A 


number  of  reports  which.  a<w»j»»necfeo  suggest  hear-c  that  the  Soviets 

are  trying  to  caution  Egypt  against  renewed  hostilities  and  that 

they  are  doing  this  through  third  parties,  notably  the  Syrians  who 

have  played  an  intermediary  role  before.  There  is  also  the  related 

report  that  Syrian  President  Asad  made  a secret  trip  to  Moscow 

last  week  texdisacsnaacxiKidaiaa^y^  some  Arab  press  accourts 

Q.a**-ju(D 

are  saying  Asad  returned  from  Moscow  and  immediately  ard&XKdx 
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called  off  Syrian-based  fedayeen Activity  in  the  'current,  Lebanese 
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The  Soviets  have  also  reportedly  asked  the  French  to  counsel 


Egypt  against  any  renewed  armed  action. 

TL  fo-earrly~to  assessAthese  indicators*  However^ 


Ifc-i-s~ 


Jfeuch  a Soviet  effort  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  the*  kina- of  low^r— - 

iv 

nt^they-~make=in  f annl9^  inddxsex^fciy: 

i~Ua  j\  cjOpC.  i*1 1\  V - 

mker^Arcah^and  anti- US  tensionsASrt4«ing^-Pom'd±re^ycin-xrf~fe«^ariam»- 

Rather,  the  Soviets,  on  the  broader  issue  of  war  with  Israel,  may  be 
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yasac^^u  nafcixwwhfaLa  inter-Arab  efforts  in  recent  -1*1 — 
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(y) 

build  up  Egyptian  and  Syrian  military  capability^adXis^swcfciK  Sadat' s 
increasing  talk  of  "some"  action  to  break  the  stalemate  xnd 

pxkuasbex.  or,  at  a minimum,  to  draw  attention  of  the  US  and  USSR 

(3)  fk*- 

with  particular  reference  to  the  June  summit,  and  tko  numbiiwiv  / 

•fb.A'hbofL 

Egyptian  and  Syrian  milita r ^esiaa  at  a very 

high  state  of  alert. 
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